Prevention of Nuclear War, held in the USA in 1981. It is a morbidly fascinating book, which presents the horrors, past and potential, of nuclear warfare in factual, non-emotional terms. The term, holocaust, is used in its correct relativity as indicating the state of affairs characterized by the deaths of millions of human beings at one fell swoop. Nuclear shelters and the like are a figment of the Whitehall-Pentagon-Kremlin bureaucratic imagination.
This is a book that should be read by every member of the profession to ensure that they are acquainted with the hard facts of nuclear life, and it should be made compulsory reading for leaders of Government.
WAR THOMSON

Editorial Representative
Open Section Concentrating in this volume on the surgical conditions that complicate pregnancy, the authors sensibly do not try to compete with such master works as Ian Donald's 'Practical Obstetric Problems' (London: Lloyd-Luke 1979) or Munro Kerr's 'Operative Obstetrics' (Myerscough P R, 1982, London: Bailliere Tindall), although they do naturally describe the routine procedures of terminating pregnancy, evacuating retained products, hysterotomy and Caesarean section.
Apart from these there is a surprising amount that they have dealt with, such as ovarian cysts in pregnancy, the abnormal smear and most original and topical of all, seat belt injuries in pregnancy. This last has obviously been especially researched. It is clearly and beautifully illustrated by colour drawings.
The section on anatomical and physiologicalincluding haematological -changes in pregnancy, with colour drawings showing how the uterus presses on the great vessels, is sheer delight.
But a book of surgery has above all to be of practical help and this is where this volume excels. For instance the steps for introducing a central venous pressure line which may be a necessity for an obstetrician are clearly shown. The intravenous replacement of blood volume is dealt with in detail, as are other methods of dealing with shock, which is the obstetrician's nightmare. While certainly not attempting to be a manual of anaesthetic technique, the book does show how some essential manoeuvres such as tracheal intubation and tracheotomy in cases of necessity from laryngeal oedema should be performed. The technique of amniocentesis with the most modern ultrasonic aids is illustrated, after a comprehensive list of all the indications has been provided.
The authors' especial interest is cancer and their techniques for dealing with early and later cancer of the cervix complicating pregnancy are masterly, as are the photographs and drawings. The colposcope can be used in pregnancy as effectively as in the non-pregnant woman, but there is the advantage that the pregnant woman is more likely to present herself to the gynaecologist than the non-pregnant woman at risk of early cancer. Pregnancy, therefore, is the ideal time to diagnose such conditions and this book, the ideal opportunity to illustrate methods of diagnosis.
The series of six volumes is unquestionably the most complete and beautiful Atlas of Gynaecological Surgery ever produced. Every volume has been a sheer delight to handle because of the quality of the photographs and illustrations and of their reproduction. All concerned in this team-work of publisher, authorsurgeons, photo-technicians, photographers and printers must share in the acclaim that every honest reviewer must give. This volume, however, outshines the previous five because of its originality and because of the thought that has gone into it. All we can say now to the authors and the publishers is 'may your strength increase'. ELLIOT This multiauthor text consists of 23 chapters written by 28 contributors from II countries. The first two chapters concern the features of normal skeletal muscle by Landau, and the general pathological features of skeletal muscle by Cullen & Mastaglia. These discussions are well presented and provide a good introduction to the subject. The following chapters consider the specific disorders of muscles including an excellent chapter on the neurogenic disorders affecting muscle by Jennekens. The concluding chapters
